





California Court Rules Coins Belong to American Numismatic Society 


The American Numismatic Society was 
judged to be the legal owner of 38 early 
United States cents dated from 1793 to 
1814, presently in the possession of Roy E. 
Naftzger Jr, as detailed in a decision 
issued November 18, 1997, by the 
Honorable Aviva K Bobb, Judge of the 
California Superior Court in Los Angeles. 
In addition, the ruling awarded the ANS 
$229,500 in damages for the value of an 
additional 20 U.S. cents belonging to the 
ANS which Naftzger had previously pos- 
sessed and sold. The court ruled that 
Naftzger never had title to these coins 
which had been donated to the ANS in 
1946 and removed from the ANS in a sub- 
stitution scheme by Dr. William H. 
Sheldon about 1950. 

In February 1991, the ANS made pub- 
lic the information provided to it by 
numismatic expert Delmar Bland that 129 
U.S. cents, part of an extensive collection 
donated to the ANS by George H. Clapp, 
had been switched for identical varieties of 
coins of lesser quality. Subsequent 
research findings by the ANS staff and 
others, in cooperation with Mr. Bland, 
demonstrated that the thief was the late Dr. 
Sheldon, regarded as the preeminent clas- 
sifier, cataloguer, and collector of large 
cents. Sheldon was a medical doctor who 
specialized in research and writing on 
human physiognomy; his body of work has 
lately been challenged as unscientific. 

The court found that “the ANS has 
proven, by a preponderance of the evi- 
dence, that Sheldon had stolen the coins at 
issue here.” Nafizger bought the Sheldon 


GS 000 B02 


Collection of U.S. large cents in 1972 
which contained many of the ANS coins. 
The court noted that “from as early as 
1976 Naftzger was receiving information 
that Sheldon had switched coins in the 
Clapp Collection at the ANS...” and that 
“Naftzger had sought to conceal from the 
ANS his possession of the missing coins 
after the Bland Report was made public [in 
NDI 

The suit was filed by Roy E. Naftzger 
Jr. against the ANS in 1993 and some 
issues were determined by the California 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco in 
1996. 

The ANS is represented in this action 
by Messrs. John Horan and Oleg Rivkin of 
Fox, Horan & Camerini, a New York City 
law firm. In late January, the Society was 
informed that Naftzger was planning to 
appeal the Superior Court decision. 


Information at ANS Website 


The complete text of Judge Aviva 
Bobb’s ruling in the Naftzger vs. ANS case 
is available at the ANS _ Website, 
http://www.amnumsoc2.org. Both the 
Decision and the Judgment are of interest 
for several reasons. The Statement of 
Decision summarizes the historical stages 
leading to the identification by the ANS of 
its coins in the possession of Naftzger. 
Included in the Judgment is a detailed list- 
ing of the 38 ANS coins in Naftzger’s pos- 
session with the true pedigree of each coin 
compared with the pedigree information 


contained on the envelopes in which 
Naftzger kept each coin. For the 20 ANS 
coins previously possessed and sold by 
Naftzger, the Judgment reports the 
detailed sale information. 

Also at the Society’s Website is a listing 
of the 64 Clapp/ANS large cents still miss- 
ing, together with enlarged photographs of 
62 of these stolen coins (photographs of 
two of the missing coins are lacking at this 
time). The return of these other stolen 
Clapp cents is being sought by the ANS. 
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George Hubbard Clapp 


John M. Kleeberg, ANS Curator of 
Modern Coins, has contributed a number 
of entries to the forthcoming American 
National Biography, scheduled to be pub- 
lished in 1999 by Oxford University Press 
under the sponsorship of the American 
Council of Learned Societies. Kleeberg 
adds biographies of three numismatic per- 
sonalities not included in the predecessor 
Dictionary of National Biography: Virgil 
Michael Brand (1862-1926); George 
Hubbard Clapp (1858-1949); and John 
Sanford Saltus (1854-1922); and updates 
three earlier entries: William Ewing 
Dubois (1810-1881); Henry Phillips 
(1838-1895); and James Ross Snowden 
(1809-1878). 

With the permission of the ACLS, of 
which the ANS is a constituent member, 
Kleeberg’s biographical entry for George 
H. Clapp is reprinted here. Through his 
kindness, the ANS received the magnifi- 
cent Clapp Collection of U.S. cents in 
1946. 


CLAPP, George Hubbard (14 Dec. 
1858-31 Mar. 1949), businessman and 
numismatist, was born in Allegheny, 
Pennsylvania (which was later absorbed 
into the north side of Pittsburgh), the son 
of DeWitt Clinton Clapp, a steel company 
official and Delia Dennig Hubbard. He 
graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1877 with a Bachelor of 
Philosophy and was named the “first 
scholar” in the Scientific Department. 
About 1882, he married Anne W. Love; 
they would have two daughters. Clapp 
worked as an engineer at the Penn Cotton 
Mill and then at Park Brothers’ Black 
Diamond Steel Works, where he met 
Captain Alfred Ephraim Hunt. Hunt and 
Clapp established the chemical depart- 
ment of the then recently founded 
Pittsburgh Testing Laboratory; they took 
PTL over entirely in 1887. In 1888, when 
Clapp returned from a European vacation, 
Captain Alfred Hunt greeted him with the 
words, “Well, you don’t know it, but you 
are in the aluminum business.” 

In July 1888, Hunt formed a company 
in Pittsburgh to acquire and exploit the 
Charles Martin Hall patents for making 
aluminum by electrolysis. After 1907 this 
company was known as the Aluminum 
Company of America, or Alcoa. Clapp 
became treasurer and secretary of the new 
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company. In 1892 Clapp resigned as trea- 
surer in favor of Andrew W. Mellon. The 
credit for the creation of Alcoa may be 
allocated as follows: Charles Martin Hall 
invented the process; Clapp and Hunt 
came up with the venture capital 


($20,000), which made the process com- 
mercially viable; and the Mellons provided 
the working capital from 1891 onwards. 
Clapp never sold any of his stock, except 
on one occasion in 1891, when he parted 





1794 cent, Hays 8. The Hays 8 variety is famous for 
the circle of 94 tiny stars on the reverse near the edge. 
Since 1880 it has been thought to be somehow related 
to the starred reverse on Joseph Wrights eagle on 
rock pattern. Pete Smith has pointed out that the stars 
on the eagle and rock pattern on the Hays 8 are from 
a different punch, and a comparison of the ANS lead 
striking of the eagle and rock pattern and the Hays 8 
confirms Smith's point. 1793 and 1794 were years 
when the Mint experimented with new border devices, 
changing from dots to denticles. It is possible that the 
starred reverse was a failed border device experiment, 
modeled on the Wright pattern but made with a differ- 
ent star punch. This design was overruled in favor of 
the denticle design, and the die was eventually recut 
and re-used to make Hays 8. 


with 28 shares so that Arthur Vining 
Davis, later president of Alcoa, could have 
a stake. 

From 1891 onwards Clapp was in an 
enviable position: he had a job at PTL 
which provided him with a good income, 
plus a passive investment (Alcoa) which 
was growing at a rapid rate and would soon 
make him a very wealthy man. He spent 
more and more time on two intellectual 
pursuits: conchology and numismatics. 

Clapp was introduced to shell collecting 
around 1869 by his grandfather. Clapp 
joined the Conchological Society of Great 
Britain and the Malacological Society of 
London. He assembled a collection of 
120,000 mollusk shells, which he donated 
to the Carnegie Museum. He also wrote a 
study of the shells found on the western 
shores of Lake Erie, which was published 
by the Carnegie Museum in 1916. He 
commented in a letter to Sydney P. Noe of 
September 1937, 

“A package, just in, takes me back to the 
‘love of my youth, conchology. It is a few 
shells from K[entuck]y, and contains one 
that is the rarest of the rare, a sinistral shell, 
young but alive, so I must try to raise it. In 





over fifty years of collecting I never found 
one, this one I cannot name until it grows 
up, hence my excitement.” 

Clapp began collecting coins as an ado- 
lescent in the 1870’s, when he would 20 
through the receipts of a toll bridge across 
the Allegheny River. In June 1878 he was 
one of the founders of the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, A fter 
1880 he remained a member but stopped 
collecting, because he “was working and 
money was very scarce.” (Letter to Noe, 
May 14, 1944). In March 1921 his broth- 
er, Charles Edwin Clapp, Sr., gave him 
some large cents to get him started again. 
Large cents are copper coins, minted by 
the United States between 1793 and 1857, 
twenty-eight millimeters in diameter and 
over 10 grams in weight. They were 
replaced by the smaller size cent starting 
in 1856. Clapp acquired his brother’s col- 
lection of large cents in a series of transac- 
tions during 1921-1924. The brother, 
Charles Edwin Clapp, senior, who was a 
Vice-President of the Crucible Steel 
Company, sold his cent collection to buy a 
partnership for his son in a Wall Street bro- 
kerage. His son (Charles Edwin Clapp, 
junior) was an alcoholic, and the son’s 
bankruptcy after the stock market crash 
led Charles senior to sell his other coins, 
including one of the great collections of 
pine tree shillings. The pine tree shillings 
were sold to the Massachusetts banker 
Carl Wtirtzbach; George H. Clapp bought 
most of the other pre-federal coins. 

Howard R. Newcomb’s die study of the 
cents of 1801-02-03 published in 1925 
inspired Clapp to embark upon die studies 
of his own. Most coins are struck from 
pairs of dies. In primitive mints, such as 
the early years of the Philadelphia mint, 
the varieties may be distinguished by care- 
ful study. Clapp admired Newcomb great- 
ly, saying, “In his line,-the Large Cents,- 
he can well be classed with the late 
Edward T. Newell in his line of Greece and 





1795 cent, Jefferson head. This, the Fewsmith specl- 
men, is the finest known Jefferson head cent. The 
Jefferson cent was a private pattern made by John 
Harper in 1795, 
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GEORGE HUBBARD CLAPP 


George Hubbard Clapp continued 

Rome.” In 1931 Clapp published a die 
study of 1798 and 1799 in the same format 
as Newcomb; in 1934 he published a study 
of the varieties of 1804-1814; and 
Newcomb and Clapp then collaborated on 
a study of the varieties of 1795, 1796, 
1797, and 1800, which appeared in 1947. 
Clapp was always open to new scientific 
methods, and in 1945 helped pioneer the 
spectrographic analysis of coins’ metallic 
content. 

In 1937, Clapp deeded his first line col- 
lection of large cents to the American 
Numismatic Society. Clapp gave his sec- 
ond line collection of large cents to the 
Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh. He also 
gave them an important collection of pre- 
federal American coins. From 1907 until 
his death Clapp was president of the Board 
of Trustees of the University of Pittsburgh. 
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1796 cent, Clapp-Newcomb 34. Clapp-Newcomb 34, 
the only stemless wreath variety of 1796, has an 
adventurous history. Clapp had no doubts that it was 
genuine. Sheldon listed it as genuine in Early 
American Cents, and then condemned it as an altered 
1797 stemless wreath in Penny Whimsy. Breen re- 
examined the coin in the 1980s and decided it was 
genuine. This was confirmed when Mark Borckardt 
discovered the same die variety, overstruck with the 
dies of a 1797 half cent. 


He was instrumental in moving the 
University from the north side of 
Pittsburgh to Oakland. 

Clapp was also a trustee of the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology from 
September 22, 1896, and from 1898 until 
his death was a member of the museum 
committee of the Institute, serving as 
chairman from 1909 to 1945. He was a 
member of the American Chemical 
Society, receiving in 1939 the Society’s 
Pittsburgh award. 

Documents on Clapp’s life are dis- 
persed. Alcoa kept very good archives, 
partly in response to numerous antitrust 
suits. The Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History has newspaper clippings and other 
documents about Clapp. The American 
Numismatic Society has numerous letters 
from Clapp, mostly to Sydney Philip Noe; 
the correspondence covers the last dozen 
years of Clapp’s life (1937-1949): Clapp’s 
personality comes through very vividly. 
Clapp’s nephew, Charles Edwin Clapp, jr., 


was a playwright and left the typescripts of 
his plays to the New York Public Library. 

Clapp published numerous short notes 
in numismatic periodicals, invariably 
about die varieties: George H. Clapp, 
“New Varieties of 1796 Cents” in: The 
Numismatist (Federalsburg, Maryland, 
January 1934) vol. 47, p. 18; George H. 
Clapp, “Varieties of the Lafayette Dollar” 
in: The Coin Collector's Journal (New 
York, November 1934) vol. 1, pp. 180- 
181; George H. Clapp, “United States 
Cents of 1796” in: The Coin Collector's 
Journal (New York, April 1935) vol. 2, p. 
13; George H. Clapp, “Notes on Some 
Varieties of the U.S. Cents of 1793-4” in: 
The Coin Collector’s Journal (New York, 
February 1936) vol. 2, p. 244. Two inter- 
esting letters of Clapp were published in 
Penny-Wise (New York, May 15, 1981) 
vol. 15, pp. 136-140; a third letter of Clapp 
was published in Penny-Wise (New York, 
May 15, 1989) vol. 23, p. 192. 

A good short account of Clapp’s life is 
provided by “Resolution Adopted In 
Memoriam George Hubbard Clapp by The 
Board of Trustees University of Pittsburgh 
at the Annual Meeting June 14, 1949.” 
The obituary in The New York Times, April 
1, 1949, is also informative, probably pre- 
pared by a member of the family. On 
Alcoa see Charles C[{arl] Carr, Alcoa: An 
American Enterprise (New York, 1952). 
This is an apologia, written when Alcoa 
was being sued by the Justice Department, 
not a scholarly history. A better history of 
Alcoa is George David Smith, From 
Monopoly to — Competition. The 
Transformations of Alcoa 1888-1986 
(Cambridge, 1988). Another good history, 
which complements Smith, is Margaret B. 
W. Graham and Bettye H. Pruitt, R & D for 
Industry. A Century of Technical 
Innovation at Alcoa (Cambridge, 1990); 
both these histories provide a good guide 
through the Alcoa archives. Clapp’s 
nephew, Charles Edwin Clapp, junior, left 
a memoir of his alcohol problems and his 
conversion experience: The Big Bender 
(New York, 1938). It is useful for explain- 
ing the differing financial fortunes of the 
two brothers. 

The American National Biography is 
scheduled for publication in January 1999. 
The prepublication price for the 24 volume 
set is $2,000, available through The 
Oxford University Press, 198 Madison 
Avenue, New York, NY 10016. Further 
information may be had at their Website: 
http://www.oup-usa.org/anb. 
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Eastern Mediterranean 
Coinage Discussion 
Group to Meet in May 


The coinage of the Eastern 
Mediterranean countries in the Twelfth and 
Thirteen Centuries will be the focus of an 
informal discussion group to meet at the 
ANS on Saturday, May 16. The ambiance 
and the program will be informal. 

Presentations are eagerly invited. The 
topics of interest for the group include 
Byzantine, Armenian, Atabeg, Georgian, 
Fatimid, Ayyubid, Mamluk, or Crusader 
coinages, or any subject relevant to these, 
from 1100 to 1300. Presentations relating 
to interactions between the different reli- 
gions and cultures of the epoch are espe- 
cially of interest. Slide and overhead pro- 
jectors will be available. Collectors are 
welcome to bring and discuss coins of 
interest, or show slides. 

The meeting will last most of the day, 
but the exact schedule will depend on the 
number of presentations offered. A fee of 
$20, payable at the meeting, includes 
lunch. 

Those who wish to speak or to attend 
the meeting should notify Michael L. 
Bates at the ANS (212/234-3130 ext. 222; 
fax 212 234-3381; or e-mail to 
bates@amnumsoc.org). 


Arab-Byzantine Forum IV 


The fourth annual Arab-Byzantine 
Forum has been scheduled for Saturday, 
November 14, 1998. This year's meeting 
will be organized and directed by Charles 
Karukstis, P. O. Box 221871, Charlotte, 
NC 28222-1871; 704 388-1421; e-mail: 
charlie@charliek.com. 

Those who wish to make a presenta- 
tion, or have suggestions for the meeting, 
should get in touch with him. A formal 
announcement will be sent out closer to 
the date. 


ANS Website Update 
(http://www.AmNumSoc2.Org) 


The Society’s Website continues to 
attract worldwide attention due to the 
abundance of information available and the 
regular updating and additions provided 
through the cooperation of the Harry Bass 
Research Foundation, which maintains the 
site for the ANS. 

The newest innovation will be of interest 
to all ANS members. As members are 
aware, the ANS publishes a listing of cur- 
rent ANS Members each year in the Annual 
Report, arranged by Member Category and 
including the name, city, state, and date of 
ANS membership. Similarly, we have now 
mounted a special Members List on the 
ANS Website, providing an up to date list 
of the complete ANS membership arranged 
alphabetically, again composed of name, 
city, and state, with the class of member- 
ship given as part of each entry. This pro- 
vides the most efficient means of checking 
a name to determine if the individual is 
currently an ANS member. 

Another important aspect of this listing 
is our intention to provide the e-mail 
addresses of those members who specifi- 
cally permit this information to be includ- 
ed. When permitted, a hot link to the mem- 
ber’s name will open the e-mail package on 
the user’s browser facilitating direct e-mail 
correspondence with the ANS member. 
The ANS, which does not release the mail- 
ing addresses of its members, already pro- 
vides the service of forwarding mail 
addressed to a member care of the ANS. 
This new ability to correspond with mem- 
bers directly via e-mail will greatly 
enhance communication with and among 
our membership. Members are invited to 
send us their permission for an e-mail 
address to be added to the on-line member- 
ship listing; a mailing specific to this pro- 
ject will shortly go out to the membership. 
Of interest, to date nearly 500 ANS mem- 
bers have provided us e-mail addresses as 
part of their membership records. 


Latest Changes Noted 


Those who have accessed the Society’s 
Website will be familiar with the colorful 
banner that heads the home page. It is sim- 
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ilar to that of the ANSNewsletter. The 
Contents listing is accessed by scrolling 
down the home page, at the bottom of 
which is the entry for “Latest Changes,” a 
convenient way to keep abreast of the latest 
news of the ANS and the latest additions to 
the Website. As reported in a separate arti- 
cle, the full text of the Decision and 
Judgment of Judge Aviva Bobb’s Ruling in 
the California case, Naftzger vs. ANS, is 
mounted on the ANS Website, together 
with a listing of the 64 coins still missing 
from the original list of 129 United States 
cents taken from the ANS in a substitution 
scheme by the late Dr. William Sheldon. 
Enlarged photographs of the missing coins 
are also included as an aid in identifying 
the exact coins which are the property of 
the ANS. 

Of historical and archival interest, we 
recently added to the ANS History Page, a 
copy of the original letter penned by 
Augustus Sage on March 8, 1858, inviting 
a small group of people to his home to dis- 
cuss organizing what would become the 
American Numismatic Society! Also 
recently added to this page is the Society’s 
first accession, a United States half cent of 
1825 donated by Sage in April 1858. The 
numismatic background of the issue is 
given in an explanatory text by ANS 
Modern Curator John Kleeberg. The extra- 
ordinary clarity of the enlargement is due 
to the excellent work of Wayne Moore, 
who joined the staff this past September as 
ANS Photographer. 


The HBRF and NIP 


In other areas of importance to research, 
users of the ANS Website will know that 
the Harry Bass Research Foundation con- 
tinues to add back issues of the bibliogra- 
phy, Numismatic Literature, as part of their 
project to make major numismatic indexes 
available on-line. The current issues of NL 
are added as they appear, as are the index- 
es to the other major journals in the disci- 
pline which are part of “NIP”- the 
Numismatic Indexes Project. 

The Society’s Website contains a wealth 
of information for all with an interest in 
numismatics. The searchable database of 
the ANS cabinet contains over 550,000 
records, organized by department and 


Intern Returns for 
Further Research 


Choukri Heddouchi, who worked on the 
ANS collection of Moroccan coins as an 
intern in May and June of 1997, returned to 
the Society during the Christmas universi- 
ty holidays in December and January for 
further research. The focus of this visit 
was the mint of Sijilmasa in southern 
Morocco, which he selected as the subject 
of his M.A. thesis as a consequence of his 
previous work at the Society. 

Heddouchi is finishing his master’s 
degree at Middle Tennessee State 
University in the program in Public History 
and Historical Archeology, as a student of 
Professor Ronald A. Messier, who is the 
head of the excavations of Sijilmasa, where 
Heddouchi has also worked. 

Sijilmasa was the northern terminus of 
one of the major caravan routes for the 
transport of the gold of Ghana across the 
Sahara. The city’s mint was the first place 
that travelers could get their gold struck 
into coinage, resulting in a series of gold 
coins in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 
centuries. From his catalogue of these 
issues, Heddouchi hopes to clarify the his- 
tory of the Sahara trade in gold and other 
commodities, as well mint practices and 
the history of the city itself. 


Information Requested 


Society members and Newsletter readers 
with interesting examples of Sijilmasa’s 
coinage may contact Heddouchi directly, 
by e-mail at hist0075@ frank.mtsu.edu, or 
by mail to Mr. Choukri Heddouchi, 1311 
Greenland Drive, C-12, Murfreesboro, TN 
37130. 


accessed by a powerful search engine. An 
on-line Help file enables both new and 
experienced users to benefit quickly and 
efficiently from access to this important 
research tool. 
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Library News 


The Librarian has been in regular con- 
tact with W.L. Hill Consulting, Dallas, 
Texas, in order to determine the best 
means of converting our existing card cat- 
alogue records to a machine readable for- 
mat. During November, the Librarian and 
Mr. Hill cooperated in drawing up a 
“Request for Proposal,” which was sent to 
eight vendors known for their involvement 
in library retrospective conversion pro- 
jects. Six of the eight vendors have sub- 
mitted proposals and several have provid- 
ed sample conversions based on a sam- 
pling of records (i.e. 100 cards) sent to 
them. Upon final selection of one of these 
vendors, the library staff, Mr. Hill, and the 
vendor will draw up guidelines for the 
conversion project. The library’s objective 
is to have all of the present card catalogue 
records converted to MARC tagged 
records. MARC (i1.e., machine readable 
cataloging) is the standard format adopted 
by the library world. 

At the George F. Kolbe auction, held on 
December 6th, the librarian was the suc- 
cessful bidder on two lots. The first of 
these was an extremely rare volume of the 
Grand Duke Georgii Mikhailovich collec- 
tion published in St. Petersburg in 1914. 
Entitled Monety tsarstvovaniia imperatora 
Petra I, this is the second of three folio 
volumes in which the coins struck during 
the reign of Emperor Peter the Great are 
described and illustrated. 

The second work acquired is a manu- 
script produced in Paris in the late 1720's. 
It is entitled Journal des monnoyes con- 
tenant les empreintes valeur fabrications 
reformations et decris des differentes 
especes de France tant d'or et argent que 
de billon, Augmentatione et le diminutions 
des especes et des matieres d’or et d’ar- 
gent, Commencent en 1640. 

Among the publications generously 
donated by authors and publishers are 
Carmen Alfaro Asins, La moneda : Algo 
mas que dinero - Exposicién. Museo 
Arqueologica Nacional, Febrero-Junio, 
1997 (Madrid, 1997); Pierre Bastien, The 
coin collectors, a translation of Bastien’s 
“Les Numismates” by Robert Turfboer 
(Wetteren, 1997); Beijing Museum of 


Ancient Coins, ///ustrated catalog of 
Chinese cash coins and price guide 
(Beijing, 1997), donated by David Jen; 
Charlton standard catalogue of Canadian 
government paper money. 10th ed., W. K. 
Cross, Publisher. (Toronto, 1997); Esteban 
Collantes Perez-Arda, Historia de las 
cecas de Hispania antigua (Madrid, 
1997); George Depeyrot, Le numeraire 
carolingien: corpus des monnaies. Deux- 
ieme edition augmentee (Wetteren/Paris, 
1998); Guvendik Fisekcioglu, Para-98 
(Sisli Istanbul, 1997); Guvendik 
Fisekcioglu, Madeni paralarimiz - Turkish 
Republic coins (Istanbul, 1997); Gabinet 
Numismatic de Catalunya, La moneda en 
temps d’August: Curs d’Historia mone- 
taria d’Hispania (1314 de novembre del 
1997) (Barcelona, 1997): Selcuk Gur, 
Antik sikkeler (Istanbul, 1976), donated by 
William Spengler; Roderick P. Hughes, 
Fell's United States Coin Book 1997. \4th 
ed. (Hollywood, FL, 1997); Miguel Ibanez 
Artica, Oiartzungo Esteban Donearen 
Elizako moneta aurkikuntza/El hallazgo 
monetario de la iglesia de San Sebastian 
(Oiartzun) 1995 (Oiartzun, Spain, 1997); 
Kishore Jhunjhunwalla, /ndian paper 
money since 1950 (Mumbai, India, 1997); 
Ramasubbu Krishnamurthy, Sangam age 
Tamil coins (Madras, India, 1997); G.C. 
Kumpikevicius, City fortifications as 
Roman coin types (Toronto, 1997); M. del 
Mar Llorens Foreada, et al, Monedes 
d‘ahir, tresors de hui Monedas de ayer, 
tesoros de hoy (Valencia, 1997), donated 
by Pere Pau Ripolleés Alegre; Richard 
Lobel, et al, Coincrafis 1998 standard 
catalogue of English & UK coins: 1066 to 
date. (London,1997); Dmitry Markov, 4 
checklist of Soviet Orders and medals 
(New York, 1997); Oscar Marotta, et al, 
Catalogo de la coleccion de medallas san- 
marinianas del Museo de los Corrales 
Viejos (Buenos Aires, 1997): Walter 
Miselli, // papato dal 1700 al 1730: 
Attraverso le medaglie. (Turin, 1997); Kh. 
Mushegian, /storiia numizmatiki Armenii - 
The numismatics of Armenian history 
(Yerevan, 1997); Hans Moller, Vier 
Mtinzfunde aus dem Kreis Offenbach in 
Dreieich und Rodgau : Ein Beitrag zur 
Denkmalund Miinzfundpflege (Offenbach 
am Main, 1997); C.E.V. Nixon, Catalogue 
of the coins in the Macquarie University 


Museum of Ancient Cultures, with the 
assistance of Colin E. Pitchfork (Sydney, 
1996); John E. Sandrock, Copper cash 
and silver taels : The money of Manchu 
China (Baltimore, MD, 1995); Wayne G. 
Sayles, Ancient coin collecting III : The 
Roman world-politics and propaganda 
(lola, WI, 1997); Hans-Dietrich Schultz, 
Antike Miinzen ; Bildheft zur Ausstellung 
des Miinzkabinetts in der Antikensamm- 
lung im Pergamonmuseum (Berlin, 1997): 
Ginter Sch6n, Weltmiinzkatalog, 20. 
Jahrhundert. 29 revidierte und erweiterte 
Auflage, 1997/98 (Augsburg, 1997): 
Werner Seibt and Marie Luise Zarnitz, 
Das byzantinische Bleisiegel als Kunst- 
werk: Katalog zur Ausstellung (Vienna, 
1997); Robert C. Senior, From 
Gondophares to Kanishka (Butleigh 
Court, England, 1997); Scott A. Travers, 
ed., The official guide to coin grading and 
counterfeit detection: Professional coin 
grading service / John W. Dannreuther, 
Text Author (New York, NY, 1997); Sylvie 
de Turckheim-Pey, Le jeton au Moyen 
Age: vers 1250-1498 (Paris, 1997); David 
Weimer, The Sicilian hoard: A novel 
(Summit, NJ, 1996). From Robert R. 
Heath, the library has also received 
updates or new editions of his works treat- 
ing the commemorative medals of cities 
and towns of New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and Rhode Island (Waltham, MA, 1997). 
A number of extremely useful reference 
works have also been donated by Krause 
Publications, lola, Wisconsin. 


With Apologies 


In our Fall ANSNewsletter, we 
announced with great pride the lengthy list 
of long-term members; those celebrating 
25, 30, 40, and 50 years of continuous 
membership in the ANS. To our embarrass- 
ment, and to our joy, the list was not long 
enough! 

We are pleased to add two long-term 
members who have contacted the ANS sub- 
sequent to publication of the original list 
and to whom we have mailed the appropri- 
ate distinctive lapel pins to celebrate their 
significant milestones as ANS members. 

Thirty Years: M. Jean-Claude Richard, 
Saint Guilhem Le Desert, France. 

Twenty-Five Years: Mr. Andrew P. 
Lewish, Washington, DC. 


MusEUM News 





ANS Receives Gift from 
Slocum Collection 


The remainder of the collection of John 
J. Slocum, long-time member of the ANS 
Council and Chair of its Committee for 
Islamic Coins, has been donated to the 
ANS by his son John J. Slocum, Jr. The 
collection, which is still being inventoried, 
includes several thousand coins. 

The largest proportion are copper 
Islamic coins, including Slocum’s fine col- 
lection of Arab-Byzantine coppers and 
post-reform Umayyad coins. Also includ- 
ed is Slocum’s large collection of Crusader 
gold coin fragments, described in general 
by J.D. Brady in ANS Museum Notes 23 
(1978), p. 135. The remainder of the col- 
lection is miscellaneous Islamic copper 
and silver coins. 

The senior Slocum died August 12, 
1997, after a long illness. He had given 
the collection to his son some years before 
his death. 

The more valuable parts of Slocum’s 
collection were sold last year by Sotheby’s. 
“The John J. Slocum Collection of Coins 
of the Crusades” was sold in London on 
March 6-7. This included also Great 
Seljug, Byzantine, Norman, Sicilian, 
South Italian, Fatimid, Artugid, Zengid, 
Rum Seljuq, Cilician, Armenian, Ayyubid, 
Bahri Mamluk, Genoese Colonial, Kaffa, 
Mongol, Ottoman, Aydin, and Anatolia 
imitative coins. The auction catalogue was 
introduced by a fine biography of Slocum. 
Although some silver and copper coins of 
the listed Islamic dynasties were included 
in this auction, many also were included in 
the gift to the ANS. 

The second sale was “The John J. 
Slocum Collection of Umayyad Coins,” 
part of the Sotheby sales of April 24 and 
25, 1997. This included Slocum’s 
Umayyad dinars and dirhams, except for 
some dirhams of Wasit which were includ- 
ed in the recent gift. Although most of the 
extraordinarily interesting coins of 
Slocum’s collection were thereby dis- 
persed, a few remained to be passed on to 
the Society which he served so generously, 
and will be available for future scholarship 
as he intended. 


6 


Seminar Alumni Speak at Bullowa Conference 


Three alumni of the 1997 ANS Graduate 
Seminar in Numismatics presented reports 
on their research in progress at the David 
M. Bullowa Memorial Conference held on 
January 10 at the ANS. The program of 
exposing students’ work to the broader 
ANS membership was inaugurated in 
1991 and has proven not only enlightening 
but also one of the most popular of the 
Society’s public programs. 

ANS President Arthur A. Houghton wel- 
comed the audience to the 1998 Bullowa 
Conference, underwritten by annual gifts 
from Mrs. Catherine Bullowa-Moore. He 
informed the gathering that this year 
marks the twentieth anniversary of Mrs. 
Bullowa-Moore’s generous support of 
public programs at the ANS. To mark the 
occasion, Mr. Houghton revealed a special 
framed certificate of appreciation, which 
was presented to Mrs. Bullowa-Moore in 
absentia since she was unable to be present 
for the occasion. In making the presenta- 
tion, Mr. Houghton stated, “I know I speak 
for the entire membership in imparting to 
Cathy the words of this certificate: “We are 
honored to recognize your dedication to 
this important numismatic lecture series’.” 


The Afternoon Program 


William E. Metcalf, ANS Chief Curator, 
introduced the program of speakers for the 
afternoon. Illustrated reports were present- 
ed by John C. Hansen of the University of 
North Carolina on “The Coinage of the 
Hellenistic Boeotian League”; Carlos 
Norena of the University of Pennsylvania 
on “Vespasian’s Coinage and the Assertion 
of Dynasty”; and by Joel Allen of Yale 
University, speaking on “Trajan’s COS V 
Aurel.” 

One bonus for the speakers, and for 
those attending the meeting, was the pres- 
ence of Martin C. Miller. Mr. Miller is 
Adjunct Professor of History at Loyola 
University of Chicago, and proprietor of 
Ares Publishers, which engages mainly in 
the reprinting of scholarly works. Mr. 
Miller presented the speakers with compli- 
mentary copies of W. Rhys Roberts’s The 
Ancient Boeotians: Their Character and 
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Culture and their Reputation (originally 
published Cambridge, 1895) and B. V. 
Head's The Coins of Ancient Boeotia 
(London, 1891), which were bound togeth- 
er in an Ares reprint published in 1974. 
Copies were also available on request to 
those attending the meeting, and were 
delivered by mail afterward. 

A reception followed the meeting, 
according the audience the opportunity to 
discuss the meeting topics at greater 
length, conversations which carried over to 
dinner as has become tradition at the 
Bullowa Conference. 


1998 Day of the 
Etruscans at the ANS 


The fifth annual DAY OF THE ETR- 
USCANS will take place at the Society on 
February 28th. The ANS and the Etruscan 
Foundation in Detroit and at the Castle of 
Spannocchia, Italy will cosponsor this 
exciting event. 

Dr. Carmen Arnold-Biucchi, ANS 
Margaret Thompson Curator of Greek 
Coins, will introduce the program which 
features Dr. Marjatta Nielsen of 
Copenhagen. The title of her lecture is 
“Buried Matriarchies: Women's Tombs in 
Etruria.” It is expected that this lecture will 
be of great interest. 

In conjunction with this program, the 
Society will mount a special display of 
Etruscan coins together with an exhibit of 
rare books. A reception, sponsored by The 
Etruscan Foundation will follow. The pub- 
lic 1s invited to attend. 
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RESEARCH NEWS 


SALTUS AWARD TO PORTUGUESE ARTIST 





Saltus Medal Recipient Helder Batista 


Portuguese artist Helder Batista is the 
recipient of the 1998 J. Sanford Saltus 
Award for Signal Achievement in the Art of 
the Medal, presented in ceremonies held at 
the American Numismatic Society on 
February 14. Batista is the leading repre- 
sentative of the Portuguese school of 
medallic art, which has worked closely 
with the Portuguese State Mint to bring the 
modern struck medal to an artistic and 
technical level unsurpassed elsewhere. On 
behalf of the Saltus Committee, Stephen K. 
Scher read the citation commending 
Batista: 

“For the past few decades, the 
Portuguese medal has taken a different 
path from that of most other countries, and 
Helder Batista has been the guide leading 
this journey. 

“In fact, the road which the Portuguese 
medal has taken is an extension of the 
direction which the medal as a medium had 
been heading for centuries. On the whole, 
Portuguese medals of today are commis- 
sioned pieces, commemorating specific 
events with current styles of fine and 
graphic arts, struck by major mints using 
advanced technology. While some 
Portuguese medalists have followed the 
trend in other countries towards personal, 
cast medals, most have followed Helder 
Batista in adapting the traditional aspects 
of the medal to a distinctively twentieth- 
century creation. 

“Batista’s genius shows itself initially in 
the basic concept for each medal; for each 
Subject he finds a visual representation 


which is clear and appropriate but also 
arresting and often unexpected. Thus his 
1986 medal for the Portuguese Artillery 
School features a cannon ball breaking 
through the plane of the medal, a dynamic 
alternative to the more usual static repre- 
sentation of a cannon. His medal for the 
inauguration of the Soporcel paper factory 
uses the metaphorical term ‘leaf’ as the 
basis for an image of a turning page afford- 
ing access to the material world. 

“His original concept is then elaborated 
in the meticulous execution of design. This 
is illustrated in the medal for the Tenth 
Anniversary of the Febritas Corporation, 
where the complex interaction of the 
planes of each side elaborates the theme of 
the contrast of natural and manufactured 
materials. His medal for the Europalia Art 
Festival of 1991 depicts the Portuguese 
explorer as a dynamic head emerging from 
a liquid surface, with the reverse of an 
armillary globe symbolizing the search for 
paths to new worlds. A central aspect of 
Batista’s attention to the interplay of form 
and content is his consummate use of epig- 
raphy; the lettering of each medal is adapt- 
ed to its subject, as in his medal for the 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 
Gulbenkian Foundation, whose square 
alphabet mirrors the geometry of the piece 
itself. 

“The final aspect of Batista’s command 
of the medallic medium is the exacting care 
with which he oversees the technical 
aspects of the production of his medals, 
most struck by the Portuguese State Mint. 
This is apparent in the subtle finish of his 
1993 medal for 450 years of Portuguese- 
Japanese friendship, whose gently folding 
screen contrasts with the medal’s surface 
not only in its delicate use of patina, but in 
its subtly textured surfaces, or the medal 
for the 700th anniversary of the Portuguese 
University, whose production involves 
complex edge tooling as well as exacting 
metallic finishes. 

“In three decades as professor of medal- 
lic sculpture at the Superior School of Fine 
Arts of Lisbon, Helder Batista has been the 
guiding light to a generation of innovative 
and talented Portuguese medalists. He has 
also been an instrumental participant in the 





important Portuguese presence at FIDEM 
congresses and other international medal- 
lic venues. It is, however, for the brilliant 
perfection of his own medallic creations 
that the American Numismatic Society 
bestows upon Helder Batista the 1998 J. 
Sanford Saltus Award for Signal 
Achievement in the Art of the Medal.” 


Exhibit on View 


A retrospective exhibit of Batista’s work, 
including sculpture and graphics as well as 
medals from the artist’s collection, opened 
on February 14 in the Society’s East Hall 
and will remain open through April 19. 
Also in conjunction with the Saltus Award 
and Batista Retrospective, an exhibit fea- 
turing the work of a selection of Portuguese 
medallic artists opened at the Medialia, 
Rack and Hamper Gallery, an art gallery 
located at 225 West 38th St., 4th floor. It 
will remain there until May 26 and can be 
viewed by appointment made by calling 
Mashiko at (212) 971-0953. 


Brilliant Speaks on Roman 
Medallions 


The Saltus Meeting at the ANS also fea- 
tured the second annual presentation of 
The Stephen K. Scher Lecture on the Art 
and History of the Medal. The speaker this 
year was Richard Brilliant, Anna S. 
Garbedian Professor in the Humanities, 
Columbia University, who gave an illus- 
trated talk on “What’s So Special About 
Roman Medals?” 





College of Artillery 125th Anniversary, 1986 


Two Numismatic Sessions, Reception, at 


Medieval Congress 


The ANS is sponsoring two sessions on 
medieval numismatics at the Thirty-third 
International Congress on Medieval 
Studies, to be held at Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo, May 7-10. The 
first session is entitled “Coins and Money 
of the Middle Ages”; it will take place on 
Saturday, May 9, at 3:30 p.m. in Fetzer 
Center 1055. All three papers in this ses- 
sion will be given by graduates of the 1997 
ANS Graduate Seminar. Martha C. Jenks, 
of the University of California, Berkeley, 
will speak on “The Coinage of Theodebert 
I of Metz (533-548).’ Kevin Uhalde, 
Princeton University, will also be address- 
ing a topic in Merovingian coinage with his 
paper on “The Quasi-Imperial Coinage of 
Merovingian Provence.” The third paper 
will move to a later period but stay within 
medieval France, with Brian F. Klinzing of 
Fordham University speaking on “The 
Coinage of Aquitaine under Early Angevin 
Rule.” The session was organized and will 
be chaired by Alan Stahl, ANS Curator of 
Medieval Coins. 

In addition, the ANS will co-sponsor a 
session with the White Hart Society enti- 
tled “Money in England in the Fourteenth 
and Fifteenth Centuries: Coinage or 
Currency?” to be held on Sunday, May 10, 


10:30 a.m. in Schneider Hall 1135. Richard 
Schneider of York University will give the 
first paper on “Inventing a New Coin: a 
‘Total History’ of the Early Noble.” ANS 
seminar alumna Judith Nolan of New York 
University will speak on “Methods of 
Enforcing Currency Restrictions in Late 
Medieval England.” The third talk will be 
by Lawrence G. Duggan of the University 
of Delaware on “Ecclesiastical Money 
Lending in Late Medieval England.” The 
session will be chaired by Alan Stahl and 
will have as respondent William Chester 
Jordan of Princeton University. 


ANS Reception May 9 


On Saturday, May 9, the ANS will sponsor 
a reception for members, alumni, and 
friends, from 9 to 11 p.m. in Fetzer Center 
1055 on the WMU Campus. Further infor- 
mation and registration materials for the 
Congress can be obtained from The 
Medieval Institute, Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo MI 49008-3851; 
(616) 387-8745, fax: (616) 387-8750, or 
e-mail to: mdvl_congres@wmich.edu. The 
complete schedule of the Congress is post- 
ed on their Website: http://www.- 
wmich.edu/medieval/congress. 


“Circulating Counterfeits” Theme of 1998 COAC 


The 1998 Coinage of the Americas 
Conference will be held at the ANS on 
Saturday, November 7. The topic will be 
“Circulating Counterfeits of the 
Americas”; defined as counterfeits made to 
defraud the public, not fakes made to fool 
the collector. 

This has long been a subject of study at 
the American Numismatic Society. In April 
1886, Charles Wyllys Betts delivered a talk 
about counterfeit halfpence to the Society 
which was reprinted and circulated to the 
members. In the 1950s, several mono- 
graphs about colonial counterfeiting were 
written by Kenneth Scott and published by 
the Society in its ANSNNM series. Much 
research by Eric P. Newman and Philip L. 
Mossman about counterfeits has also been 
published by the ANS. 
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In recent years the interest in circulating 
counterfeits has spread beyond halfpence 
to bust half dollars, Spanish American 
coins, and paper currency. The COAC 
committee anticipates a variety of submis- 
sions for the 1998 COAC and looks for- 
ward to another engaging conference in 
this very popular annual event. 


Call for Papers 


John M. Kleeberg, ANS Curator of 
Modern Coins, will serve as Chairman for 
the 1998 COAC. Individuals considering 
participating in the conference should con- 
tact Dr. Kleeberg by April 1 
(kleeberg@amnumsoc.org). Exhibits on 
the theme of the conference are also invit- 
ed; those interested are again urged to con- 
tact Kleeberg at the ANS. 





1998 Graduate Seminar 
Announced 


The forty-sixth Graduate Seminar in 
Numismatics will be held at the museum 
from Tuesday, June 16-Friday, August 14, 
1998. Ten to twelve graduate students from 
North American institutions will be award- 
ed stipends of $2,000 for the nine-week 
program, which features lectures and dis- 
cussions led by members of the curatorial 
staff as well as invited outsiders. 

The Visiting Scholar in residence for the 
summer will be Christopher J. Howgego of 
the Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean 
Museum, University of Oxford. Dr. 
Howgego studied under the late Colin M. 
Kraay, and his book Greek Imperial 
Countermarks Studies in the Provincial 
Coinage of the Roman Empire (Royal 
Numismatic Society Special Publication 
17, London, 1985) resulted from his dis- 
sertation. More recently he is the author of 
Ancient History from Coins (New York and 
London: Routledge, 1995), which illus- 
trates the contributions of numismatics to 
our understanding of classical antiquity. 

Applications for the Seminar may be 
obtained from the Society and must be sub- 
mitted in complete form by March 1. 
Awards will be announced before April 1. 


1998 Visiting Scholar Christopher Howgego 








Huntington Medal to Suchodolski 





Huntington Honoree Stanislaw Suchodolski 


The Archer M. Huntington Medal for 
1998 will be presented on March 21 at 3:00 
to Stanislaw Suchodolski, Professor in the 
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw. Prof. 
Suchodolski, who will travel to New York 
with his wife to receive the award, is the 
first Pole to be awarded the Huntington 
Medal. 

Prof. Suchodolski is best known for his 
contributions to the study of western medi- 
aeval coinage. His 1982 book on coinage 
and monetary history in early medieval 
Western Europe is the only comprehensive 


treatment of this complex and crucial peri- 
od by an individual author. In detailed arti- 
cles in English, French, and German, on 
such aspects of the numismatics of this 
period as the coinages of the Ostrogoths, 
the Burgundians, and Suevi, and especially 
the Carolingians, Suchodolski has brought 
the results of his scholarship to a wide 
numismatic public. He has made important 
contributions to the theoretical and 
methodological literature of early medieval 
numismatics with his discussions of mone- 
tary circulation, the movements from gold- 
based to silver-based currency systems, 
and the metrology of Roman and 
Carolingian coinages. 


Thompson Memorial Lecture 


Following the presentation of the award, 
Prof. Suchodolski will deliver The 
Margaret Thompson Memorial Lecture, 
speaking on “Coin Finds and 
Archaeological Contexts: A Tentative 
Classification.” A text of the lecture will be 
circulated in English; Prof. Suchodolski 
will speak in French. A reception will fol- 
low. ANS Members and their guests are 
invited to join Prof. Suchodolski for dinner. 
Reservations must be made in advance and 
cost $50 per person. Payment should be 
sent directly to the Society for reservations, 
enclosing a daytime phone number for con- 
firmation. 





Stahl To Participate in Tiibingen Symposium 


Alan Stahl, ANS Curator of Medieval 
Coins, has been invited to participate in a 
symposium sponsored by the Institute for 
Islamic Numismatics of the University of 
Tiibingen in Germany from March 30- 
April 1, 1998. The topic of the symposium 
is “Mining, the Precious Metal Trade, and 
Coinage.” The symposium is part of an 
ongoing inquiry into the relationship of 
metal ore sources and minting in the 
medieval Mediterranean, under the direc- 
tion of Professor Lutz Ilisch. Stahl will be 
giving a paper entitled “Venetian 
Commerce in the Later Middle Ages: Feast 
or Famine?” In it, he will use data derived 
from his archival work in Venice, as well 


as from published sources, to investigate 
the relationship between the flow of bul- 
lion through Venice and the volume of 
cross-Mediterranean trade in the decades 
around 1400. Other speakers, mostly 
German, will address issues concerning 
the analysis of coins for metal source and 
the general movements of metal and 
coinage in the Middle Ages. Further infor- 
mation on the seminar can be obtained 
Seminar, 


from the Orientalisches 


Vorschungsstelle fur Islamische 


Numismatik, Universitat Tiibingen, 


Wilhemstrasse 26, 72074 Tiibingen, 


Germany. 


ANS at Middle East 
Studies Association 
Meeting 


The weekend before Thanksgiving saw 
the assembly of hundreds of Middle East 
specialists in San Francisco for the Annual 
Meeting of the Middle East Studies 
Association. The Society was much in evi- 
dence, with a numismatic panel, other 
papers, and a tea for alumni of the 
Graduate Seminar and ANS members. 

Eric J. Hanne, a graduate student at the 
University of Michigan, organized the 
ANS-sponsored panel, “Recent Studies in 
Islamic Numismatics.” All the speakers 
were Seminar alumni, three of them col- 
leagues in 1996. Harry Bone, a doctoral 
candidate at Princeton, spoke on 
“Umayyad Syria, Copper Coinage and 
Administrative History.” Marilyn Higbee 
Walker discussed “The Silver Coinage of 
the Independent Emirate of Muslim 
Spain”; she is working on her doctorate at 
Columbia University. Hanne’s paper was 
“The Powers That Be: Twelfth-Century 
Gold Coinage from the Central Islamic 
Lands.” Warren C. Schultz, who received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago 
last year, discussed “Mamluk Copper 
Coinage in the Syrian Provinces.” The 
panel was chaired by Society Curator of 
Islamic Coins Michael L. Bates. Bates 
gave a paper in another panel, “On the 
Edge? Khurasan and the Caliphate,” which 
was organized by 1996-97 Hamad Fellow 
Parvaneh Pourshariati and sponsored by 
Middle East Medievalists. Bates’s paper. 
“Khurasani Revolutionaries and al-Mahdi’s 
Title,’ discussed the chronology of the 
adoption of the title al-Mahdi by the son of 
the Abbasid caliph al-Mansur. One histori- 
an’s statement, some quoted documents, 
and the silver and copper coins of al- 
Mahdi’s provincial capital Rayy all agree in 
placing the adoption of titles by al-Mahdi 
and his father in 145 (A. D. 762), but cer- 
tain copper coins of the eastern border- 
lands of the caliphate call al-Mahdi by that 
name two years earlier, and perhaps even 
four years before that date. These coppers 
show genuine enthusiasm for al-Mahdi 


Continued on next page 
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RESEARCH NEWS 





Philip L. Mossman April Speaker 


Dr. Philip L. Mossman, a familiar name 
to all ANS members, and a welcome pres- 
ence at public gatherings, will address the 
Spring Meeting of the Society on 
Saturday, April 18. His topic will be “The 
Stepney Hoard of Connecticut Coppers-- 
Forty-Eight Years After the Fact(?)” The 
published version of this paper will appear 
in a later issue of CNL, of which Dr. 
Mossman is the Editor. 

This hoard, said to have been discovered 
in 1950 in the area of Stepney, a town in 
western Connecticut, has enjoyed a check- 
ered past as to the authenticity of its late- 
eighteenth century burial. Mossman 
argues for its place in American history in 
a lively discussion that includes a survey 
of past research on the subject, beginning 
with the initial catalogue of the hoard by 
Walter Breen, the evidence that has been 
discovered by himself and colleagues who 
have collaborated on the present analysis, 
to the conclusion that the hoard was con- 
cealed in 1788, as Breen originally sug- 
gested. 


Mossman Inaugural Groves 


Forum Speaker 


This meeting marks the inauguration of 
the Groves Forum in American 
Numismatics, through which the ANS will 
endeavor to present speakers or panels on 
topics relating to North American coins, 
currency, and related artifacts. The ANS is 
pleased to have this opportunity and proud 


MESA continued 

amongst the Khurasan army and its com- 
manders, confirming suggestions in the 
texts that might otherwise seem exaggerat- 
ed. 

Following the numismatic panel, the 
Society was host for a small tea reception 
attended by Seminar alumni, prospective 
Seminar applicants, and Society members 
from the San Francisco area. Seminar 
alumni Michael Bonner, Richard Bulliet, 
Touraj Daryaee, Nouha N. N. Khoury, John 
Meloy, David Roxburgh, and Donald 
Whitcomb also gave papers at the meeting 
or participated otherwise in sessions, as did 
ANS Council Member Jere Bacharach. 
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that Dr. Mossman has agreed to inaugurate 
this new series of ANS public programs. 
Author of the monumental study in early 
American numismatics, Money of the 
American Colonies and Confederation, 
published by the Society in 1992 as ANS 
Numismatic Studies No. 22, he chaired the 
1995 Coinage of the Americas Conference 
on “Coinage of the American 
Confederation Period,’ and edited the sub- 
sequent Proceedings volume, published by 
the ANS in 1996. In 1997, with the gift to 
the ANS of the Colonial Newsletter, Dr. 
Mossman assumed the Editorship of this 
prestigious specialty journal, carrying on 
the long tradition of excellence of his pre- 
decessor, James C. Spilman, who now 
serves as Editor Emeritus of CNL. 

The Groves Forum succeeds the spon- 
sorship of the Society’s Spring Meeting by 
the Stack Family of New York. Following 
23 years of association with this event, the 
Stack family notified the ANS earlier in 
the year that they could no longer sponsor 
the annual lecture. This series, which 
began in 1975 as The Joseph B. Stack and 
Morton M. Stack Memorial Lecture, has 
included, over the years, a veritable 
“Who’s Who” of American scholars in 
numismatics of all areas. In 1993, the 
Stack Memorial Lecture was devoted to a 
program in memory of Norman C. Stack, 
whose death in November 1992 so sad- 
dened the entire numismatic community. 


International Listings: 
Second Call 


In our last issue, we solicited a volunteer 
international coordinator to compile and 
provide information on _ international 
numismatic meetings and bourses. Anyone 
interested in organizing such a feature to 
appear regularly in our ANSNewsletter is 
invited to contact Marie Martin, Editor at 
the ANS (martin@amnumsoc.org). 


New Members 
Welcomed 


At its meeting on January 10, 1998, the 


Society’s Council elected 22 new Associate 
Members of the ANS. Those elected are: 


Mr. Bassem Afifi, CO. Dublin, Ireland 

Mr. Almyr L. Bump, Portage, MI 

Mr. Bob Byrne, Tamarac, FL 

Mr. Edmund Deane, Dallas, TX 

Mr. Klaus Fleissner, Wuppertal, 

Germany 

Mr. Gregory Gajda, Mt. Prospect, IL 

Ms. Valentina Grigorova, Fribourg, 
Switzerland 

Ms. Vera Guruljova, St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

Mr. Robert M. Hill, Fair Oaks Ranch, 
TX 

Ms. Kriszta Kotsis, Kirkland, WA 

Mr. Sam Lilienfeld, Columbia, MD 

Mr. John T. Ma, New York, NY 

Dr. Bruno Manduca, Staten Island, NY 

Mr. Roland Michel, Geneve, 

Switzerland 

Mr. Peter Mosiondz Jr., Bellmawr, NJ 

Ms. Joan L. Regen, Guttenberg, NJ 

Mr. Carl A. Renner, Wilmington, DE 

Ms. Stephanie A. Schultz, Lodi, WI 

Mr. James Simek, Westchester, IL 

Mr. Neilan Stern, Long Beach, NY 

Mr. Rainer Thiel, Saarbrucken, 

Germany 

Dr. John F. Tulenko, New York, NY 

Mr. George U. Wyper, Darien, CT 








Batista Elected Life Fellow 





Noted medalist Helder Batista, of 


Lisbon, Portugal, was elected a Life Fellow 
of the Society at the January Council meet- 
ing. Mr. Batista is the 1998 recipient of the 
Saltus Medal Award for “distinguished 
achievement in the art of the medal.” 


All are Welcome 


Associate membership in the ANS is 


open to all with an interest in numismatics. 
Members receive a range of benefits 
including the Society’s annual journal, 
American Journal of Numismatics, and are 
informed about forthcoming events and 
opportunities through receipt of the quar- 
terly ANSNews/etter and special mailings. 
An added benefit instituted in 1997 and 
continued this year provides members the 


Continued on next page 
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Prveorewnes 


ANS SPRING THEATER PARTY: 


Dinner on the Promenade of the Marriott and “Ragtime” 


Invitations are in the mail for the Gala 
ANS Benefit Dinner and Performance of 
RAGTIME, and already we have a good 
number of responses for this exciting 
evening on the town hosted by ANS 
Councillor Donald Partrick. We are proud 
to be able to offer excellent seats for this 
new hit show in the very impressive Ford 
Theater. 

Here are a few comments from the crit- 
ics: Herbert Muschamp--New York Times 
Architectural Critic. “Do you like over- 
tures? Then you should get a big kick out 
of the Ford Center for the Performing Arts, 
the glittering show palace that officially 
opened with the debut of the musical, 
‘RAGTIME. Architecturally speaking, the 
Ford Center is a sparkling medley, smooth- 
ly pieced together from the ornamental 
tunes of Broadway’s great old houses: mar- 
bles, mosaics, red-velvet seats, gold-leaf 
domes, rosettes, lyres, masks of comedy, 
murals of frolicking maidens, cupids and 
low-wattage filament light bulbs.... The 
theater is a beautifully orchestrated pas- 
tiche.... Space, comfort and procession are 
the Ford Center’s chief pleasures.... The 
block long lobby suffices to ease curtain 
time and intermission crush without dis- 
pelling a festive sense of congestion....The 
Dress Circle has the best seats in the 
house.” 

Vincent Canby--New York Times Theater 
Critic. “Taking RAGTIME, ELL. 





Associates continued 


Opportunity to receive a free subscription 
to the Colonial Newsletter, a journal devot- 
ed to the numismatic history of the U.S. in 
the pre-Federal period, which was donated 
to the ANS by the CNL Foundation as of 
last year. Three issues of CNL appear each 
year. Members are eligible to receive a spe- 
cial benefit during 1998. The very useful 
ANS “Signature” tote bag, which proved 
so popular when issued in limited quanti- 
ties in 1994, is now available as our gift to 
all ANS members joining an ANS Circle in 
1998. Sign up as a Bronze, Silver, 
Electrum, or Gold Circle Member and 
receive this attractive and sturdy bag in 
addition to the other benefits enjoyed by 
Circle Members. This bag, which features 
the distinctive ANS logo, identifies you as 
a contributing member of this world 
renown organization. 


Doctorow’s brisk, corrosively satiric 1975 
novel about America at the beginning of 
this century, some gifted theater people 
have made a long, elaborate, sobersided 
musical pageant, also called RAGTIME. 
The show has its pleasures, most notably 
the gorgeous singing voices of Brian 
Stokes Mitchell, Audra McDonald and the 
other principal players, and Eugene Lee’s 
magically fluid scenic designs. Mr. Lee 
evokes the way this country looked (or 
might have looked in a dream) at the 
beginning of what was to become the 
American century..... The first act begins 
with huge promise in a knockout title num- 
ber during which the principal characters 
step forward to introduce themselves and 
to set the scene for all that follows. Among 
other things, this musical is coherent, as it 
pushes hard to include as much of the novel 
as it can..... The Canadian producer Garth 
Drabinsky, who is responsible for RAG- 
TIME was able to enlist an A-team to 
adapt the novel: Terrence McNally (book), 
Stephen Flaherty (music) and Lynn Ahrens 
(lyrics), Graciela Daniele (musical staging) 
and Frank Galati (director). Together they 
have created a serious intelligent show that 
is a welcome change from the foolish, fus- 
tian operettas that have passed for musicals 
in our theater for too long.” 


ANS in Dress Circle 


We are pleased to report that we have a 
block of tickets in The Dress Circle for the 
night of April 17th and we hope that you 
will join us for this gala evening. The 
evening will start with dinner which will be 
held on the ninth floor Promenade of the 
Marriott Marquis at 47th and Broadway. 
We expect the meal to be extraordinary 
with a most unusual dessert. You will be 
able to have a choice of meat, fish, or veg- 
etable main course. The view from the 
Promenade is the essence of the Times 
Square area in its new state of dress. The 
Hotel glitters with its silently rising eleva- 
tors and the glass enclosed dining area on 
the ninth floor. The walk to the new Ford 
Center will take only minutes. You will be 
delighted with the favors for the guests! 

We hope that you will put this on your 
calendar and return your reservation as 
soon as possible. April 17th will be a spec- 
tacular evening. 


New Membership 
Benefits for 1998 


January is ANS dues renewal month and 
members are quick to take advantage of the 
benefits offered for 1998. The very fine ANS 
“Signature” Tote Bag, which proved so popular 
when issued in limited quantities in 1994, is 
now available as our gift to all ANS members 
Joining an ANS Circle in 1998. Members sign- 
ing up as a Gold, Electrum, Silver, or Bronze 
Circle Member for 1998 will receive this 
attractive and sturdy bag in addition to the 
other benefits enjoyed by Circle Members. 
This bag, which features the distinctive ANS 
logo, identifies one as a contributing member 
of this world renown organization. 

Members of the ANS are also invited to 
enjoy a free subscription to the Colonial 
Newsletter during 1998, simply by checking 
the offer on the dues renewal form. This offer 
is honored anytime during the year so even 
members who failed to select the free subscrip- 
tion on renewal can simply notify the ANS 
Membership Office and get on the list. 

All members of the ANS receive subscrip- 
tions to the quarterly ANSNewsletter, the 
Annual Report, and the Society’s scholarly 
journal, American Journal of Numismatics. 

Members holding the Publications 
Subscription for 1998, offered for $45.00, are 
expected to receive the following publications 
in addition to those issued under the Basic 
Membership: 

Numismatic Literature Nos. 139 & 140 

R.A. Bauslaugh, Silver Coinage with the 
Types of Aesillas the Quaestor (ANSNS 22) 

America’s Large Cent, John M. Kleeberg, 
ed. (COAC Proceedings 12) 

The Medal in America, Alan M. Stahl, ed. 
(COAC Proceedings 13) 

Carmen Arnold-Biucchi, Masterpieces in 
Miniature: The John D. Leggett Collection of 
Coins of Greek Sicily. 


Enhanced Membership Benefits 

The response to the Society’s tiered Circle 
memberships continues to be enthusiastic. 
Each year more and more members choose to 
join the Gold, Electrum, Silver, or Bronze 
Circles and enjoy the increased benefits which 
range from substantial discounts on ANS pub- 
lications and photographic services; discounts 
on ANS conferences, such as the annual 
COAC, and on educational conferences held in 
various cities throughout the U.S. to free regis- 
tration at higher levels; Gold Circle Members 
receive a free Publications Subscription. Circle 
Members are also invited to the President's 
Annual Reception, held in conjunction with the 
NYINC each December. 
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CALENDAR 


March 


April 


May 


Deadline for applications for ANS Graduate Seminar, Fellowships 
l 3:00 PM. Huntington Award Meeting honoring Stanislaw Suchodolski, 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw; Suchodolski to deliver the 
Margaret Thompson Memorial Lecture on “Coin Finds and 
Archaeological Contexts: A Tentative Classification” 
26-29 Medieval Academy of America, Annual Meeting, Stanford University; 
Alan Stahl to attend. 
30-1 Seminar on Mining, the Precious Metal Trade, and Coinage, University of 
Tubingen, Germany. Alan Stahl to speak on “Medieval Coinage in the 
Later Middle Ages, Feast or Famine?” 


om 


1 ANS Graduate Seminar, Class of 1998 announced 
iL7/ ANS Benefit Dinner and Performance of RAGTIME. For reservations, call 
Arlene Jacobs at the ANS 
18 12:30 PM. Meeting of ANS Council 
3:00 PM. Groves Forum: Dr. Philip Mossman to speak on “The Stepney 
Hoard of Connecticut Coppers--Forty-Eight Years After the Fact(?)” 


7-10 Thirty-Third International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western 
Michigan University. ANS to sponsor session on “Coinage and Money 
in the Middle Ages.” Reception for ANS members, alumni, and friends, 
Saturday May 9, 9-11 p.m. Fetzer Center 

16 Eastern Mediterranean Coinage Discussion Group at the ANS; all 
interested are invited to attend; further information from Michael Bates 
at the ANS 


THE AMERICAN UMISMATIC SOCIETY 


Broadway at 155th Street, New York, New York 10032 
Telephone (212) 234-3130 * Fax (212) 234-3381 
Access ANS at http://www.amnumsoc2.org 


Feature Story 
California Court Ruling 
George Hubbard Clapp 


Museum News 
East Mediterranean Group in May 


ANS Website Update 
Library News 


Research News 

Bullowa Conference 

Saltus Award to Batista 

1998 COAC - Call for Papers 
Huntington Medal to Suchodolski 
Mossman Speaks at April Meeting 
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